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A light-hearted memoir that should serve as a cautionary tale for anyone who dreams of
buying their own home under the Tuscan sun. When a search for a rustic country house near
Florence, Italy inexplicably leads to the purchase of an abandoned historic church, the author finds
herself starring in the Italian version of the 1986 classic movie, The Money Pit. The ancient church, in
a small village dating from the 11th century, required years of renovation and proved a formidable
opponent for an American who didn’t speak Italian. An ossuary with hundreds of skeletons was
unearthed in the backyard, several bodies were found in the floor of the church, bedrooms were
invaded by mysterious blood-sucking bugs, and there were occasional visits from a ghost who smoked
Marlboro Lights.
The nearby village of Greve-in-Chianti, known as the heart of Tuscany, serves as the backdrop
for many of the author’s adventures, meeting zany local characters while desperately trying to
understand the ins and outs of Italian bureaucracy. The project took over three years to complete
and was featured in the March 2010 “Before and After” issue of Architectural Digest entitled, “A
Classical Epiphany” by John Loring.

This memoir is not a cookbook, a romance novel or a green light to anyone who dreams of
owning a home in Italy. “Altared” is a humorous glimpse into the challenges of renovating a home in
a foreign country and includes insights into Italian travel, food, shopping and culture.
“Altared” has won several awards, including a 2022 Silver Award in the Independent Book
Publishers’ Association’s (IBPA) Benjamin Franklin Awards in the Audiobook/Nonfiction category. (The
audiobook version was offered on ACX.com in July 2021 and narrated by Pamela Almand.) This
prestigious award, with over 170 librarians, booksellers, and design and editorial experts judging the
submissions, had approximately 1900 entries this year.
The e-book is the recipient of a 2020 Gold Award from the Nonfiction Book Writer’s
Association and received an Honorable Mention in 2020 from Writer’s Digest in the self-published ebook category.
The project’s “Before and After” pictures are beautifully documented by Kim Sargent of
Sargent Architectural Photography and are included courtesy of ©Conde Nast.

Author Bio:
Kyle Ball’s sense of adventure after living abroad for seven years, combined with a love of all things
Italian, proved the perfect catalyst for renovating a medieval church in Chianti. A baby boomer with a
background in public relations, Kyle has a longstanding passion for interior design and architecture. A
University of Florida graduate, she is an only child and has a stubborn approach to life, assuming she
can fix everything. The first name, Kyle, for a female, is a constant source of problems, but it suits her
anyway. Atlanta has replaced Italy as her home base. This is Kyle’s debut as an author, and she
confident she’s not renovating another Italian chapel anytime soon.
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